


“Austin is patient and driven. The boys both respond well to his teaching style. 
So grateful for our time learning soccer and enjoying being active. David 
has joint and bone pain all the time. He has 2 rare diseases and sensory 
processing disorder. CoachArt helps keep his mind off the struggles and 

teaches him skills he wouldn’t otherwise get to do!”

- Kristi, CoachArt Mom
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Just 11 days after making her grand entrance into the world, small (but mighty) 
Sameeha developed an unexpected infection.

Her right leg, left hip, and growth plates were affected, leaving her with discrepancies 
between her right and left legs. Since then, Sameeha has had to endure multiple 
therapies and surgeries to make corrections and enhance her mobility.

Fortunately, she enrolled in CoachArt in 2018 — and has participated in more than 50 
clubs and one-on-one matches! 

Her most recent medical excursion? No walk in the park. It required over one year of 
recovery time. Stuck in bed on doctor’s orders, missing out on school, and facing a 
long road to recovery, Sameeha was determined to take advantage of all the great 
opportunities CoachArt offered.

So she participated in all sorts of artistic activities: Galaxy painting, Loom weaving, 
Character illustration, Jewelry making, Sketching, Nature watercolor painting, Card 
making, Fairytale art, Clay sculpting, Macramé knitting… To name a few. 

Now that Sameeha is better than ever before, she wants to give back what was given 
to her. At her high school, a CoachArt Club is in the works. Who’s the head honcho 
running the show? You guessed it: Sameeha!

Her big plans include creating art kits and tutorial videos for the local hospital’s 
playroom. A passionate artist herself, she believes in making arts and crafts an 
activity everyone can engage in and enjoy.

There’s power in opening up and sharing your story, which Sameeha does happily 
and without hesitation. CoachArt helped her grow through tough times, and now she 
wants to help CoachArt grow, too!
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A Match Baked in Heaven

At the peak of the pandemic, most of us were itching to get out of the house.

But for people like Taylor, a CoachArt volunteer with a compromised immune system, 
that wasn’t an option.

“I wanted to find a way to volunteer, but I needed to be careful because of my 
compromised immune system,” she explained. “I found CoachArt and before getting 
started, I realized what a wonderful opportunity this could be!”

A long-time lover of cooking and crafts, Taylor took her time to decide what she 
should teach to CoachArt kids. “Arts and crafts, baking, and cooking have always 
been huge hobbies of mine,” Taylor told us. “It took me a while to decide.”

But once she narrowed down her niche, Taylor met her match: Zoe!

“Eventually I matched with Zoe, who had similar dietary restrictions as I did,” Taylor 
gushed. We couldn’t have whipped up a better match if we tried.

Between chronic illness and restricted diets, both Taylor and Zoe had no choice but 
to bring their creativity to the kitchen. “Finding recipes for our cooking class was 
fun and easy,” Taylor said with surprise. “Due to both of our dietary restrictions from 
chronic disease, we chose low-carb, sugar-free recipes.”

One of their favorites? Fruit pizza!

“Our fruit pizza was a pie-like crust made from almond flour, topped with frosting and 
sliced fruit,” Taylor described. “Zoe did an outstanding job! You’d never believe an 
eight-year-old made it from scratch.”

According to Taylor, kitchen time isn’t all fun and games. It requires incredible 
patience and laser focus, both of which Zoe brought to every lesson.

“Zoe was always eager and excited to start each class,” Taylor smiled. “But she was 
also very focused, inspiring me to meet with her twice a week instead of once!”

We’re thrilled to recognize the pair for their culinary accomplishments. Keep cookin’ 
up that creativity!
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CoachArt’s Dynamic Duo

Childhood chronic illness is tough on the whole family, and we’ve found offering the 
programs to all the siblings has so many benefits. 

For example, meet Jordyn (9 years old) and Jadyn (13 years old): the unstoppable 
sisters we’ve officially dubbed “CoachArt’s Dynamic Duo”.

Built-in BFFs to the end, these CoachArt super students have discovered more 
hobbies and nurtured more talents than most of us ever do in an entire lifetime!

After COVID-19 hit, humans of all ages had a tough time adapting to “the new 
normal.” But for kids and teens who love to learn and play, pandemic boredom 
quickly became stifling. 

Jordyn heard about CoachArt — and it was love at first swipe! Before long, big sister 
Jadyn joined the CoachArt crew too.

The worst thing about CoachArt? According to Jadyn, it’s wanting to do it all—but not 
being able to. When they can, these spectacular sisters take three to four classes 
each week. 

Here’s just a handful of the skills Jordyn and Jadyn have acquired through CoachArt 
over the last year: Drawing, Filmmaking, Origami, Creative Writing, Entomology, 
Baking, Macramé, Cardmaking, Yoga, Animation, Ukulele, Painting, Coding, Martial 
Arts, Botany.

We’re convinced there’s nothing this talented team can’t take on! They share a zest 
for life and hunger for learning that make the rest of us want to live life to the fullest.

No opportunity is ever left behind. Even if a lesson seems challenging or unusual, 
Jordyn and Jadyn have never regretted giving it a chance. In fact, they’ve always 
been better for it!

If you learn anything from this Dynamic Sibling Duo, it’s to make the most of whatever 
life throws your way.
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Amit serves as SVP of Experience Cloud Platforms and Products 
at Adobe. Formerly, he was the Vice President of Ecosystem 
Development for Adobe where he was responsible for building 
and managing strategic partnerships and initiatives. Prior to 
this role, Amit was the Head of Emerging Businesses and the 
GM of Adobe’s DMP business. Amit also spent 7 years in Adobe’s 
Corporate Development Group where he executed numerous 
transactions including acquisitions of Omniture, Scene7, Efficient 
Frontier, Demdex, and Auditude. Amit joined Adobe via the 
acquisition of Macromedia where he was in the Corporate 
Development Group focusing on mobile and video. Amit began 
his career at Hambrecht & Quist as a technology investment 
banker and also spent several years at a technology startup. 
Amit has a B.S. from the University of California, Berkeley and an 
MBA from UCLA’s Anderson School of Management.

AMIT AHUJA
SVP, Experience Cloud 
Platform and Products, 
Adobe

Kara trusts that communities have the answers and is an 
unapologetic believer in young people and the adults that uplift 
them. She is lucky to be called “mom” by some beautiful humans; 
her oldest is at UC Davis Medical School and her youngest is 
loving elementary school. She also really likes donuts, biking, 
and getting people what they tell us they need to be great. Kara 
serves community and Spurs Sports & Entertainment as Chief 
Impact Officer.

DR. KARA C. ALLEN
Chief Impact Officer, 
Spurs Sports & Entertainment

Jamie is an advertising writer and creative director. In 1990, he 
joined Portland agency Wieden+Kennedy, where he created 
iconic Nike work for Michael Jordan, Tiger Woods, Andre Agassi, 
Charles Barkley, and the Atlanta Olympics. In 1995, he was named 
the lead creative director on the Nike business. In 1998, Jamie 
joined Fallon NY as Partner and Executive Creative Director. In 
2000, he was named Adweek’s “National Creative Director of the 
Year.” In 2002, Jamie began a 10-year run at Goodby Silverstein 
& Partners in San Francisco. He was named one of the world’s 
top 50 creative people by Creativity Magazine three times in that 
span, and in 2010 Goodby Silverstein was honored as Ad Age’s 
“Agency of the Decade.” In 2012, Jamie founded barrettSF. The 
agency now has offices in San Francisco, Minneapolis, and LA, 
and is a three-time “Advertising Age Small Agency of the Year” 
honoree.

JAMIE BARRETT
Founder/Executive
Creative Director, 
Barrett

ELIZA BECKER
Former Teacher

Eliza was a first and second grade teacher for ten years, in both 
public and private schools. She has also been a Tinkergarten 
leader, promoting the values of learning through play and getting 
kids outside to connect to nature and explore the world around 
them. A longer-term goal of this outstanding program is to help 
children develop the skills to solve problems collaboratively and 
creatively with mixed-age peers, and to develop persistence and 
grit, all through the joys of sensory play. Additionally, Eliza taught 
as a JQuest teacher through Temple Isaiah, a leader in Jewish 
education programs. Most recently, Eliza is settling her family 
into a newly remodeled home, shuffling her boys to and from 
school, coaching soccer, note-taking during Zoom piano lessons, 
introducing her boys to lacrosse, and playing house and Connect 
4 with her preschool daughter. 2020-2021 have indeed been years 
to dig deep into the self-compassion bucket, especially learning 
how to best meet the needs of a neurodiverse child. Raising her 
children to embrace the whole spectrum of humanity with regard 
to race, culture, politics, religion, economics, language, ability, and 
gender (while continuing to remind them to wash their hands for 20 
seconds!) has never been more important to her.

LEAH BERNTHAL
(Co-Founder)

Founder, Every Purpose

Leah is an organizational strategist and social entrepreneur whose 
mission is to create the next generation of bold businesses and 
philanthropists driven by action, community, and transparency. 
Leah is the founder of Every Purpose, an impact strategy firm that 
collaborates with philanthropic individuals and businesses to build 
purpose-driven strategy, thoughtful engagement, and sustainable 
impact.

Board of Directors
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Sean is Chief Financial Officer of Headspace Health, the world’s 
most comprehensive and accessible mental healthcare 
platform. The company’s flagship Headspace brand has 
touched the lives of over 100 million people in 190 countries 
through mindfulness tools for managing stress, sleep, and focus. 
Headspace Health’s enterprise brands, Headspace for Work and 
Ginger, are distributed through over 2,700 enterprises including 
Starbucks, Adobe, Delta Air Lines, and ViacomCBS, and through 
health plans such as Cigna. 

After joining the company in early 2014 with a strong economic 
and business background, Brecker’s initial months at Headspace 
were pivotal in raising the company’s first round of funding in 
2015, led by investor The Chernin Group. In 2017, Headspace raised 
an additional $37M in a Series B round led by Spectrum Equity, 
bringing its total funding to $75M. Other Headspace investors 
include Advancit Capital, Allen & Company, Breyer Capital, 
Jessica Alba, Jared Leto, Ryan Seacrest, Jeff Weiner, and more. 
In 2020, Headspace raised a total of $93 million in its Series C 
funding round. The round was led by blisce, with participation 
from Waverley Capital and Times Bridge.

Headquartered in Santa Monica, California, Sean is the driving 
force behind all financial and commercial matters, overseeing 
the growth of the company as it continues to expand and 
develop its content. He was also instrumental in driving 
Headspace’s merger with Ginger to form Headspace Health.

Prior to joining Headspace, Sean enjoyed a 15-year career as 
a trader and originator at large investment banks such as 
JPMorgan, Lehman Brothers, and Citigroup, spanning numerous 
locations including New York, London, and Singapore. He has 
an MBA in Finance from the Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania and a B.A. in Mathematics and Economics from 
Wesleyan University.

SEAN BRECKER
Chief Financial
Officer, Headspace 
Health

CHRIS BRITT
Co-Founder & CEO, 
Chime

Chris is the Founder & CEO of Chime, a leading US consumer 
fintech that helps members avoid fees, get paid early, save 
money automatically, and achieve financial peace of mind. 
From 2007-2012, Chris was Chief Product Officer and SVP, 
Corporate Development at Green Dot. Chris was also a senior 
product leader at Visa and one of the first executives at 
ComScore. Chris lives in San Francisco with his wife, Alex, and 
their two kids who both love participating in CoachArt family 
events!

PETE DISTAD
Video Business, Apple

Pete is a leader within the Services group at Apple working on 
the Apple video business. Prior to Apple, Pete served as the SVP of 
Marketing & Distribution for Hulu, and led Hulu’s content distribution 
and customer acquisition/retention efforts as a member of the 
executive management team. There, he was responsible for 
subscriber acquisition and retention; paid, on-channel, and brand 
marketing; distribution strategy and partnerships; and content 
marketing. Pete also served as a Management Consultant at 
McKinsey & Company prior to his time with Hulu.

KEN EBBITT
Product Manager - 

Ads, Google

Ken is a Product Manager at Google where he has worked on both 
the Cloud and Ads teams. Prior to Google, Ken’s career included 
time in finance (banking and venture capital), startups (Sunrun and 
Upwork), and large tech companies (PayPal and Yahoo!).

Ken is the founder of The Foundation for Giving HOPE, a non-
profit that raises awareness and funds for children suffering 
from chronic and life-threatening illnesses. Over the past 20 
years The Foundation for Giving HOPE has raised nearly $1M to 
support children’s charities. Ken’s other volunteer activities include 
serving as the Board Chair of Hidden Villa, an environmental and 
educational non-profit based in Los Altos Hills, and he has been 
actively involved with Paul Newman’s “Hole in the Wall Gang Camp” 
since high school.

Ken lives in Los Altos with his wife, Jennie, and four children. On 
weekends you can typically find him shuttling kids between games 
and coaching Little League.

Michael is a product leader at Apple, where he focuses his work 
on machine learning and tooling for Siri. Prior to Apple, Michael 
was the President and COO of PullString, Inc, leading the company 
through its successful acquisition by Apple. Earlier in his career, 
he co-founded and led ConnectSolutions until its acquisition, and 
led multiple products at Adobe and Macromedia. In addition to 
his work with CoachArt, Michael works with a number of nonprofits 
focused on children and educational development in the San 
Francisco Bay Area.

MICHAEL FITZPATRICK
Engineering Manager - 

Siri, Apple
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Russ has spent the last 25+ years starting, investing in, and 
running technology companies. He is currently the Vice 
Chairman of Carbon Health. He was previously the co-founder / 
CEO of Dynamic Signal, which was acquired by Sumeru. Before 
that he co-founded and was CEO of Adify, which was acquired 
by Cox in 2008. Russ was also SVP of Business Development at 
Wine.com, Executive Vice President of Corporate Development 
at comScore, and among the first employees at Flycast, which 
was acquired by CMGi in 2000. He is an active angel investor in 
the digital world and currently sits on a number of boards.

RUSS FRADIN
Vice Chairman, Carbon Health

Christina completed her undergraduate studies at the University 
of Pennsylvania and graduated Magna Cum Laude with a 
Bachelor’s in the Biological Basis of Behavior. She then pursued 
a Master’s of Science in occupational therapy with the specific 
intent to work with children using a neurobiological approach 
to therapy. She graduated from Temple University and earned 
Temple’s Award for Highest Academic Achievement. Christina has 
also completed an advanced practice certificate in Infant Parent 
Mental Health though the University of Massachusetts Boston. 
Christina owns and operates a unique, multi-therapist, pediatric 
therapy clinic in the East Bay, which provides service to about 
100 families per week. She is an Advanced Mentored Clinician 
in Sensory Processing Disorder, via the STAR Institute. Additional 
training/certifications include DIR/Floortime, therapeutic listening, 
interactive metronome, Sequential Oral Sensory Approach to 
feeding, and Brain Gym. She is an exercise enthusiast, and enjoys 
adventuring, and spending time with her friends and three 
children.

CHRISTINA GALLO
Founder/Executive 
Director, Child’s Play 
Therapy Services, P.C.

JENNIFER GOLD
Trade Show & Event 
Production

Jennifer worked at Mattel for over 15 years, most recently as 
Senior Director of Trade Shows & Event Production. While at Mattel, 
and previously at Disney Consumer Products and Nickelodeon, 
Jennifer oversaw large, complex events and trade shows.  

Outside of her professional life, Jennifer has sat on the Board of 
Trustees at Westover School, an all-girls boarding high school 
that she attended from 1984-1987, for the past 6 years. She is also 
a member of the Board of Advisors for her alma mater, Denison 
University.

In addition to her roles at Westover and Denison, Jen is the 
President of the Parents Association Board at her son Asher’s 
elementary school, the John Thomas Dye School. Prior to being 
President, she was the Vice President and also sat on the Special 
Event Committee in 2018 & 2019 and Fair Committee in 2020.

Alli is the founder and President of San Francisco-based 
Cinch PR. Her robust communications experience with leading 
lifestyle brands led to the creation of Cinch PR in 2006. Alli 
has successfully promoted both iconic and emerging brands 
spanning hospitality, retail, and food and beverage industries, 
leading CEO transitions, mergers and acquisitions, crisis 
communications, large-scale event planning, and global brand 
expansions. She is the driving force behind Cinch PR’s strategy, 
overseeing agency growth and service standards while also 
serving as a hands-on, pragmatic advisor for the entire client 
portfolio. Alli is a member of the Alumni Council for Northwestern 
University and previously served on The Board of Directors for 
Cal Shakes, co-chairing their Youth Advisory efforts. She enjoys 
playing tennis, hiking, biking, and spending as much free time 
as possible in Lake Tahoe. She lives in San Francisco with her 
husband and two children.

ALLI GOLDSTEIN 
President & Owner, 

Cinch PR & Branding 
Group

JASON HAHN
(Treasurer)

Executive Vice
President,

PLAYSTUDIOS

Jason is EVP, Head of Corporate and Business Development at 
PLAYSTUDIOS, a leading social gaming platform. At PLAYSTUDIOS, 
Jason is responsible for corporate strategy, mergers and 
acquisitions, business development, strategic finance, and investor 
relations. 

Previously, he served as Vice President and Head of Strategic 
Initiatives for Activision Blizzard’s Esports division, where he 
helped establish its foundational business model and strategy, 
oversaw commercial partnerships with Esports organizations 
and technology companies globally, and managed business 
operations and analytics. Prior to joining Activision Blizzard’s Esports 
unit, Jason served as a key member of Activision’s Corporate 
Strategy and Business Development group, where he oversaw the 
company’s acquisitions of King Digital and Major League Gaming, 
ran the company’s long range planning process, and advised on 
new strategic opportunities.

Prior, he served as Vice President of J.P. Morgan Entertainment 
Industries Group in Los Angeles, and held positions in Corporate 
Strategy and Development for NBC Universal and in M&A for New 
York City-based independent financial advisor Rothschild Inc.

Originally from New York, Jason now lives in Los Angeles with his 
wife and three children.  
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Elena Halpert-Schilt has dedicated her career and pro bono 
efforts to ensure that Los Angeles County youth can achieve 
their dreams, regardless of the circumstances of their birth 
such as racism, poverty, inequity, injustice and prejudice.  Elena 
has recognized expertise in implicit bias, improving outcomes 
in under-resourced populations, community organizing and 
engagement, program development and implementation, and 
organizational development. 

In 2017 Elena retired from the position of Assistant Executive 
Director of the LA County Commission on Human Relations. 
She previously served as the Director of Engagement and 
Development at LA Best Babies Network, Executive Director 
at MotherNet LA and Chairperson of the county’s advisory 
committee on families impacted by substance abuse. 

Currently Elena focuses on antiracism efforts and spends as 
much time as possible with her family, especially grandsons 
Connor and Finn. Elena joined the CoachArt board over fifteen 
years ago after her son, Bradley, became a CoachArt student.

ELENA HALPERT-SCHILT
Social Justice Activist

SCOTT HAUG
Managing Director, 
Alvarez & Marsal

Scott is a Managing Director with Alvarez and Marsal’s Corporate 
Transformation Consulting Practice. Scott recently served 
as interim CEO for a private equity owned FinTech company. 
Previously, he was a Partner at a boutique strategy consulting 
firm focused on the FinTech sector. Scott was an SVP with 
MasterCard Advisors pre/post IPO, a Partner with Ernst & Young’s 
strategy practice, and a Partner with Cresap/Towers Watson – 
where he led the firm’s alliance with its Japanese a affiliate (a 
BCG spinoff). He served on the Boards of Pyramid Autism Center, 
Growers First, Laguna Beach SchoolPower and The Living Desert. 
Scott was named one of UCLA Anderson’s “100 Most Influential 
MBA Alumni” for his work around innovation within the non-profit 
space. 

Carlyn is a Managing Director with The Oxbridge Group, where 
she has been since 2000. She started with the firm’s New York 
office and opened the Los Angeles office in 2002. Carlyn began 
her career in recruiting with a New York-based Investment 
Banking search firm. Prior to that, she worked in the office of the 
CEO of Prudential Securities, managing the Prudential Securities 
Foundation for Charitable Giving. She also spent three years 
at The Museum of Modern Art in a business development and 
fundraising capacity.

Eric is a digital media and ecommerce executive with a strong 
track record of leading and growing companies, who most recently 
served as CEO of LaneOne. Before LaneOne, Eric was an Executive 
VP at CBS and GM of CNET Media Group, an online content network 
within CBS Interactive. Prior to his work with CBS and CNET, Eric 
was the President and COO of Wolfgang’s Vault, as well as a Vice 
President at J.P. Morgan for over 10 years.

ERIC JOHNSON
Digital Media & 

Ecommerce Executive

Jennifer is a proven international communications leader who 
serves as Managing Director at TrailRunner International. Previously, 
Jennifer was the Head of International Corporate Affairs for 
Alibaba Group, where she led global communications strategy 
and stakeholder engagement. Prior to Alibaba, Jennifer was Senior 
Vice President and Head of Corporate Marketing and Reputation 
at Visa Inc., and previously served as the Chief of Staff to Visa’s 
CEO. Jennifer began her career as a management consultant with 
Accenture. In addition to CoachArt, Jennifer also sits on the boards 
of BellRing Brands, Post Holdings, and Kyriba. She received a B.A. 
from Middlebury College and an M.A. in Organizational Psychology 
from Columbia University. She lives in San Francisco with her 
husband and two daughters.

JENNIFER KUPERMAN 
JOHNSON

Managing Director, 
TrailRunner International

Stefanie is PwC’s Los Angeles Managing Partner, responsible for 
all aspects of PwC’s service delivery across the market. With over 
30 years of experience with PwC, Stefanie has personally led the 
service teams for several of PwC’s largest clients, with a primary 
focus in the Technology, Media and Telecommunications, and 
Consumer Markets sectors. Stefanie is responsible for the delivery 
of the breadth of PwC services to world leading organizations 
including helping her clients as they reinvent themselves and 
their business models for improved competitive positioning in the 
continually evolving digital environment. In addition to CoachArt, 
Stefanie sits on the board of The United Way of Greater Los Angeles 
and the CalChamber. Stefanie is a graduate, cum laude, of the 
Washington University in St. Louis Olin School of Business and lives 
in Los Angeles with her husband and their two sons.

STEFANIE KANE
Los Angeles Market 
Managing Partner,

PwCCARLYN HENRY (Secretary)
Managing Director, 
The Oxbridge Group
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Chris is the founder and President of an Oakland-based 
automotive dealership group. He has served as the Dealer 
Principal for over 20 years. Chris is also the founder and 
managing principal of an Oakland-based real estate 
development firm specializing in urban infill developments, 
multifamily, office, retail, and hospitality. He serves on the board 
of directors of the nonprofits CoachArt, UCSF Benioff Children’s 
Hospitals, and the Lake Merritt Uptown Downtown Oakland 
Association. Chris earned his Bachelor’s degree from the 
University of California, Berkeley.CHRIS KWEI

President, Oakland Kia

JASON LURIE
Counsel, Stice & Block LLP

Jason is a Real Estate Attorney with a focus on leasing, 
purchase and sale, the formation of real estate investment 
companies, property acquisitions and dispositions, financing, 
tax deferred exchanges, and development related matters. For 
over 10 years Jason was in-house counsel at Reynolds & Brown, 
a real estate development and management company that 
owns and operates a portfolio of industrial, retail, office, and 
mixed-use assets. Before that he served as an Associate at 
both Foley & Mansfield and Severson & Werson.

Zander is CEO of Momentive and has been on its board of 
directors since 2009. Previously, he was SVP of entertainment 
at GoPro and has served on its board since 2016. Prior to that, 
Zander was SVP of strategic development at CBS Corporation via 
its acquisition of CNET Networks, where he was CFO and head of 
corporate development. He began his career in the technology 
investment banking group at JPMorgan. He has a J.D. and an 
M.B.A. from Emory University and a B.A. in political science from 
the University of Washington.

ZANDER LURIE 
(Co-Founder)
CEO, Momentive

Kay was most recently FIFA’s Chief Commercial Officer, responsible 
for leading a global, multi-faceted, and multinational team 
tasked with leveraging world-class creativity and innovation in 
media, marketing, sales, business development, and partnerships 
to develop and drive forward FIFA’s commercial and business 
strategies. Outside of work, Kay is a passionate advocate for youth 
in underserved communities. He is a founding Board Member & 
Chairman Emeritus of both Brooklyn Excelsior and Atlanta Heights 
Charter Schools. Kay also serves on the Advisory Board of Harvard 
University’s Hutchins Center for African and African American 
Research, and is on the boards of Dallas-based Wingstop Inc., and 
New York-based Allspring Global Investments. In 2014, President 
Obama appointed Kay to the President’s Advisory Council on 
Financial Capability for Young Americans.

KAY MADATI
Advisor & Consultant

Kelly joined Aura in October 2021 and served as President & 
COO. In this role, Kelly led the company’s product and go-to-
market strategy and oversaw the product, sales, marketing and 
operations teams. Prior to Aura, Kelly served as Vice President 
of Content Partnerships at YouTube where she led the global 
partnership strategy and management of content creators 
and media companies across the Americas. Kelly was Vice 
President, Content Acquisition at Netflix from 2007-2014, driving 
the company’s international expansion across the Americas and 
Western Europe. Kelly also held positions in digital distribution and 
business development at Sony Pictures, and spent time at both 
Bain & Company and Audax Group, a private equity firm in Boston. 
Kelly is a graduate of the University of Texas at Austin and Harvard 
Business School. She is an independent board member of Roka 
Sports, a direct-to-consumer retailer of performance eyewear and 
technical gear for athletes. She serves on the non-profit boards of 
CoachArt and New Classrooms, an organization on a mission to 
personalize education by redesigning how math is taught in the 
classroom.

KELLY MERRYMAN
Digital Media & 

Ecommerce Executive
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Sean serves as Chief Executive Officer of Leaf Group, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Graham Holdings. Sean was previously 
the CEO of Saatchi Art, which Leaf Group acquired in August 
2014. Sean is also the former CEO and member of the board 
of directors of Ticketmaster. Sean has also served as an 
Entrepreneur in Residence at Mayfield Fund and began his 
executive experience as EVP, Technology at Citysearch.

Sean currently sits on the board of directors of Eventbrite, a 
publicly traded company, and has also served on many public 
and private boards over his career. Sean is actively involved 
in non-profit work as a board member at CoachArt and is a 
former member and co chairman of the board of directors 
of the Pat Tillman Foundation. Sean received his bachelor’s 
degree from the University of South Carolina and attended 
graduate school at Boston University and the University of 
South Carolina.

SEAN MORIARTY
CEO, Leaf Group

James was named Disney’s Chairman, ESPN and Sports 
Content in October 2020. He had been ESPN president and co-
chair, Disney Media Networks, since March 2018, after serving 
eight years as a top Disney executive.  

James’ record of success leading businesses focused on 
consumer products, digital initiatives, and sports made him the 
quintessential selection for ESPN at a pivotal point in its 38-year 
history: a time of unprecedented technological advancements 
and rapidly changing consumer habits. Under his direction, 
ESPN has secured several programming deals that position 
ESPN well for the future.

Since February 2016, James had served as chairman of Disney’s 
consumer products and interactive media division, the world’s 
largest licenser of consumer products. James originally joined 
The Walt Disney Company in 2010 as co-president, Disney 
Interactive. James came to Disney from Yahoo, where he rose 
to head of media.

James earned a bachelor’s degree in economics from Cornell 
in 1991 and a law degree from St. John’s in 1994.

JAMES PITARO
Chairman, ESPN and 
Sports Content, The 
Walt Disney Company

BOB ROBACK
Digital Media

Executive

Formerly the CEO of Ingrooves Music Group (a Universal Music 
Group company), Bob is a pioneer in the digital music arena, 
joining with longtime partner Dave Goldberg in 1994 to found 
LAUNCH Media, one of the world’s first digital music enterprises. 
After a highly successful run, the company was acquired by 
Yahoo! Inc. in 2001. As part of the sale, Bob became Head 
of Music at Yahoo!, overseeing its global music operations 
until 2007. Most recently, Bob was President of Fender Musical 
Instruments Corporation where he remains a member of its 
board of directors. Prior to that, he served as Co-Founder 
and CEO of Dashbox, a workflow management system and 
marketplace for music licensing.

Jamie serves as Managing Principal for Cresa’s San Francisco 
office, and leads the San Francisco downtown practice group. 
Prior to joining Cresa, Jamie was a Vice President at Jones Lang 
LaSalle and one of the founders of the Technology/High Growth 
practice group, working with a number of Bay Area technology 
and media companies. Jamie has specific expertise in tenant-
focused strategic planning and extensive market knowledge of San 
Francisco’s Financial and South of Market districts, which house 
some of the largest technology companies in the area.

JAMIE SAUNDERS
Managing Principal, 

Cresa

Regan is a licensed realtor at Compass with an emphasis on 
residential investment and rehab projects. Regan also worked 
at Google for over eight years where she served in a number of 
roles including Head of Strategic Partnerships for Home & Health, 
Vertical Lead for Publisher Platforms & Monetization, and Global 
Account Director. Before her time with Google, she was a Wealth 
Management Associate at Presidio Financial Partners. In addition 
to her professional work, Regan is also the co-founder of East Bay 
Impact Group, a local giving circle focused on fundraising for small 
501c3’s providing services for women, children and families in 
Contra Costa County.

REGAN SCOVIC
Licensed Realtor, 

Compass
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Erika is a Partner at Leonard Green & Partners, a private equity 
firm based in Los Angeles, which she joined in 2011 to lead the 
Firm’s capital raising, investor relations, and limited partner co-
investment activities. Previously, Erika was with Centerbridge 
Partners, a private equity and credit investment firm, and 
Renaissance Technologies, a quantitative hedge fund firm, both 
based in New York. She began her career at PwC. Erika earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics from Wellesley College.

ERIKA SPITZER
Partner, Leonard Green & Partners

Rich joined Momentive in 2022 and oversees all aspects of 
finance including financial strategy, planning and analysis, 
accounting, tax, treasury, and investor relations. Previously, he 
was a chief financial officer at Acorns and prior to that served 
as vice president of corporate finance and FP&A at Twitter. Rich 
also spent more than 10 years as a finance and operations leader 
with technology and media companies such as DreamWorks 
Animation SKG and STX Entertainment and served as VP of 
Investor Relations for AT&T. Rich holds an MBA from Columbia 
University and a BA in Economics from Hamilton College.RICH SULLIVAN (Chair)

Chief Financial Officer, 
Momentive

Manoj is the Co-Founder and Chief Revenue Officer at 
TabaPay. While he was a Fin-Tech EIR at Crosslink Capital, he 
conceptualized and incubated the initial market fit and use 
cases that led to TabaPay’s funding. Prior to that Manoj was a 
Senior Business Leader at MasterCard, where he built the West 
Coast Office focusing on BD & Partnerships in the Digital Sector. 
Other career highlights include investment banking with Lehman 
Brothers and a BD and Corp Dev Executive at Amazon, Yahoo! and 
IAC.

MANOJ VERMA
Co-Founder & Chief 
Revenue Officer, Tabapay

BRENT WEINSTEIN
Chief Development 

Officer, Candle Media

Brent serves as Chief Development Officer of Candle Media. 
Formerly, he was Chief Innovation Officer and a partner at United 
Talent Agency (UTA). Recognized as one of the entertainment 
industry’s leading innovators, Weinstein has long been on the 
forefront of creating and driving iconic, groundbreaking deals 
across all forms of media, representing and advising many of the 
world’s most iconic content creators, as well as a number of the 
most innovative companies, from startup to Fortune 500. During his 
tenure at UTA, Weinstein helped build and launch, and continues 
to oversee, numerous market-leading practice areas including 
the company’s Digital Talent, Podcasting, Events & Experiences, 
and Ventures teams. Weinstein also co-managed UTA IQ – UTA’s 
strategic data and analytics division – and the agency’s market-
leading News & Broadcast division, which represents many of the 
world’s most renowned journalists.

Prior to joining UTA, Weinstein practiced corporate and business 
litigation. He is a graduate of the University of Southern California, 
where he earned a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration, 
and the University of San Diego School of Law. He lives in Los 
Angeles with his wife and two children. He serves on philanthropic 
Boards for CoachArt and the Friends of the Saban Community 
Clinic.

John is a Founder and Partner at Moorgate Capital Partners. Prior 
to founding Moorgate, John spent 20 years advising, financing 
and investing in media and technology companies both 
domestically and internationally. John previously ran the Media 
and Communications Group at J.P. Morgan Chase Securities in the 
U.S. and the Chase Manhattan Media and Communications Group 
in London. John also sat on the J.P. Morgan Chase Client Executive 
Council.

JOHN WHITE
Founding Partner, 

Moorgate Capital Partners
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NOAH WINTROUB
Global Chairman, 
JPMorgan Chase &
Co.

Noah Wintroub is a Global Chairman responsible for helping 
founders and entrepreneurs navigate, scale, and succeed 
in a period of massive disruption and innovation fueled by 
technology and creativity and to deliver J.P. Morgan and its 
capabilities to Silicon Valley and the innovation community 
globally.

Based in San Francisco, Noah founded J.P. Morgan’s Internet and 
Digital Media (“IDM”) business. Since joining J.P. Morgan over 
20 years ago, Noah has helped the firm become Wall Street’s 
preeminent platform for founders as well as traditional and 
emerging clients seeking content, advice, access, and capital 
to take advantage of disruption and innovation in consumption 
patterns, platforms and business models.

Noah graduated Phi Beta Kappa, Magna Cum Laude from 
Colgate University with a B.A. in History and a minor in Religion. 
An avid traveler, Noah studied abroad in Russia and Israel and 
has visited over 30 countries.

A native of Chicago and diehard Cubs fan, Noah lives with his 
wife and three daughters in San Francisco, California. In 2015, he 
was named the youngest-ever Vice Chairman at J.P. Morgan and 
was named #13 on Fortune’s 40 under 40.

In his free time, Noah serves on the board of CoachArt, 
Congregation Emanuel, and the advisory board of Yad Hanadiv. 
He enjoys running, coffee and spending time with his family.

“My daughter Genevieve has cerebral palsy, which affects her right-side 
mobility. Chloe showed her different ways of completing tasks and was very 
patient. For example, she showed her how to separate an egg yolk from the 

egg white. Genevieve was excited to learn how to do this.”

- Lizbeth, CoachArt Mom

21 22

https://www.linkedin.com/in/noahwintroub/


Sarah Huizar, SHRM-SCP
Director of People & Finance

Maia Villa
Grants Manager

Dorothy Chou
Development Events 

Manager

Colton Alexio
Development Director

Ben Carlson
Public Relations

Victoria Gavia
Operations Associate

OPERATIONS TEAM

Sarah Williams
Brand Manager

MARKETING TEAM

Greg Harrell-Edge
Executive Director

DEVELOPMENT TEAM

Molly Dirr, M.S.
Associate Executive Director

Byron Swain
Program Manager: 1:1 & 

Onboarding Team

Jessica Wynn
Senior Program Manager: 

Group Programs

Desiree Brown
Community Engagement 

Manager

Puppy Tsai
Associate Product

Manager

Erick Rrodriguez
Program Director :
Group Programs

Kristi Reynardus
Program Manager:

Group Programs

Emily Leising
Program Coordinator

PROGRAMS TEAM

Zach Angeles
Creator in Residence

CoachArt
Staff
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“My son has been on treatment for 7 years. But the last year has been the 
hardest. He has to stay in the hospital for long periods, and he has not 

been allowed to go outside. He always wanted to learn to play the drums. 
CoachArt provided us with a drum set and with the instructor to make my 

son’s life happier. Besides all the classes CoachArt offers every month.”

- Miriam, CoachArt Mom
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“It’s great to see Luna participate in activities. This program works for Luna 
because she can stay at home. It would be too much for her to participate in 
any after-school activities. Also art is a great tool for mental health and Luna 
has had some struggles this year. I’ve mentioned CoachArt to other parents 

who have kids with chronic illness. We think it’s great!!”

- Elizabeth, CoachArt Mom
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Innovation Awards for CoachArt
In our first full year providing arts & athletics to kids impacted by serious 
illness nationwide, our team was honored and grateful to have been a finalist 
or recipient of four different nonprofit innovation awards!

For CoachArt, “innovation” has meant:

CoachArt received a Silver award for Innovation in Education, Art, & Culture 
in the inaugural Anthem Awards. Winners were selected by the International 
Academy of Digital Arts and Sciences from nearly 2,500 entries from 36 
countries worldwide.

CoachArt won a Timmy Award for “Best Tech for Good” from Tech in Motion, 
the international tech community hub. The award shines a light on the 
people and organizati-ons leveraging technology to make the world a better 
place.

We were a finalist for a 2022 Classy Award, which recognizes nonprofits for 
their achievements driving lasting change around the globe.

And we were a finalist for a Technology Innovation Award from Tech Impact, 
which recognizes nonprofits that have plans to positively impact their 
communities and change lives through innovative technology projects.

Molly Dirr, Innovator!

We know CoachArt Associate Executive Director Molly Dirr is awesome -- and 
now it’s official! She was named 2022 Technology Professional of the Year by 
NonProfit PRO, the go-to source for nonprofit management and strategy.

Molly’s embrace of nonprofit “tech for good” is exemplified by her leadership 
in overseeing the award-winning CoachArt Connect app, which connects 
kids impacted with chronic illness with a volunteer offering free in-person 
or online lessons in a variety of artistic and athletic skills in any city. Judges 
may have particularly admired how Molly has led the development of the 
app’s new features, such as in-app video conferencing and “match me” 
algorithmic matching.

Congrats Molly on this well-deserved recognition!

• The founding idea – a new model to serve a vulnerable population
• A board of directors that includes people from some of the most 

innovative companies in the world, who bring emerging insights on how 
to scale and a new approach to traditional nonprofit challenges

• The CoachArt Connect app, which enabled volunteers and families to 
match and schedule lessons directly, reducing the staff time required to 
under 7 minutes per match

• Going virtual in the pandemic – and expanding nationwide
• CoachArt Inspire — our project to spread the word about this work 

through the stories of our families, volunteers, and supporters, and 
hopefully the unfolding story of continuing to scale and serve more kids
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ESPN Fantasy Football Fun!

When CoachArt shifted all lessons online due to the pandemic, we faced some 
challenges and limitations in how to lead lessons in athletics. But thriving in the 
face of challenges and limitations is what we’re all about!

So we had an idea: fantasy football is the most popular way to learn about and 
participate in the sport without actually “playing” it. Thanks to our partnership 
with ESPN, 24 CoachArt kids throughout the U.S. had an opportunity to team 
up with 24 ESPN employees who volunteered to coach them in three fantasy 
football leagues.

The leagues started in September 2022 and finished this month with victories by 
Team NolantheGoat210, Team Valentino’s Pirates, and Team Sooz. Congrats all!

Gathering for a Gala Again
On November 15, 2022, the CoachArt community was able to gather 
together in person for the first time in three years for the 2022 CoachArt 
Awards Gala. More than 350 generous guests attended at the San Francisco 
Design Center to celebrate the best of CoachArt’s past year.

Sponsors and guests donated $1,812,960 to support free arts and athletics 
programs for kids impacted by chronic illness. The Mark Cuban Foundation, 
our Title Sponsor for the event, led CoachArt’s annual fundraising for the 2nd 
straight year (and formed a major basis of support along with the Dallas 
Mavericks, Mavericks CEO Cynt Marshall, and her husband Kenneth).

For our first truly hybrid event, we also welcomed an online audience from 
across the country to watch a live stream of the in-person show, hosted by 
our Creator-In-Residence, Zach Angeles.

The program featured an inspiring collection of stories and remarks 
delivered by our lineup of 2022 award recipients, including Heart & 
Humanity Champion Hayden Brown, President & CEO of Upwork; Activity of 
the Year winners Nipur and her coach Ruby Barrios; and Match of the Year 
winners Zoé and her coach Steph Langnas. 
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“Brian and his family have done so much to inspire me to be the best version 
of myself. A few months ago I decided to leave my job as a commercial real 
estate broker since my gut told me it was not the career for me. My time with 
Brian helped me realize that my life’s calling is to do more of this kind of work, 
helping others reach their life goals and be the best version of themselves — 

especially those without all of the blessings I had growing up.”

- Nick, CoachArt Volunteer
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